P signin | Register A Textlarger | smaller Go to- | guardian.co.uk home - Gﬂl

Clue: A major city
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Builders & tradespeople

Except one.
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Money
Quick stats Froperty - Consumer

£650 Cost of replacing 10 sq m of three-layer felt roof in the East
Midlands. In Greater London it's £600 (source. Eoyal Institute of
Chartered Surveyors)

£3,000-£16,000 Estimated price range for a 3m ¥ 3m single-starey
extension with one window, In Greater London the figures rise to
£16,000-£15,500

£5,000- £42,000 Estimated national price range for fitting a new
bathroom (including tiling costs), from doing-it-yourself to having a
bespoke bathroom professionally-fitted

23% Percentage cost above national average of getting building work
done in central London, In Greater London the figure is 15% (all
statistics: RCIS)

Simple saver

In an industry that's not exactly known for its sparkling customer service,
ayoiding an expensive bodge job that costs you double vour original
autlay to fix is even more important than getting money off in the first
place. Avoiding cowboy builders isn't easy, so start with a word-of-rmouth
recommendation - but then check this builder's prices against at least
two or three others, A variety of quotes should give you a better idea of

how ruch you might be over-paying, and personal contact with the Latest news on guardian.co.uk
builder or plumber should then offer an insight into how professional and

Lastupdated less than one roinute-ano
affable (or otherwise) they might be. i | il
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Plenty of wehsites now let you pitch the details of your job an their site, Ellthrestens Zimbabve with Tuither sancliohs.
s0 that local companies can compete for your business, Get started with Sport

ratedpeople.com, problemsolved.co.uk or mybuilder.com WG bak el UNE S O o driaa i atagl
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1. Check that your tradesman is registered |_hﬁatgages ._

Lender Cwerall Cost for

Don't be embarrassed to ask about builders' gualifications - you don't Comparison (APR)

want to be ripped off by someone who isn't qualified. Look out far MNY'Cls
and HMDs in construction, and check that their company is a registered First Direct 6.2 hare

member of a trade Drgaﬂisatiun.
First Direct A2 Mare

Don't just accept their answer, mind; check for yourself - for builders,
take wour pick from the Guild of Builders and Contractors
(buildersguild .co.uk), the Federation of Master Builders (frnb.org.uk) or 7 See iriote morgage best buys
the Mational Federation of Builders [DU”UEFS.DFQ.UH]. The benefits are Geta personal quote
two-fold, rinimurn standards of work should be higher and, in a dispute,

vou'll hawve a better chance of success if ywour builder is a member of 3

body dedicated to guality standards,

H=BC 6.4 hore

: Mortgage calculator
2. Get a detailed quote

How much can | borrow?

Details in builders' guotes can be thinner than gruel, ranging from a

couple of lines to barely a paragraph, Come to a mutual agreement of 3 fourannual income:

fixed cost upfront or a daily rate of pay, and the likely number of day's Your pattner's annual income:
WOUr job is going to take.

Calculate

3. ... and then agree a contract

Find the right morgage foryou

If wou agree to take the builders on, hammer out - whether by |etter or 3

farmal contract - what work is to be done, the precise payment (in

stages, if a big project), and what happens in the event of a dispute or Property search
poarwork. This may sound formal but will reap benefits if anything goes

wrong. Be suspicious of anyone who baulks at such a proposal.

Lacation:
4. If it's a big job, look at their previous work Minirmurm price: £20 000 =
If wou face a major building or repair job likely to cost you severgl Wi Brice: £3.000 000+ B
thousand pounds, ask to be taken to see former work by the builder, Mo
builder worth his or her salt will ohject to such a request, and you'll be Min bedrooms: Mo preference I

ahle to ask their previous clients questions about time taken, delays and
costs. Of course, there's a risk that you'll anky ke shown recent
sUccesses, hut at least you'll know that they do actually have some
recent SLUCCESSRS .
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5. Never pay for all the work upfront

Make sure you draw up a schedule of payment for each stage of the
work. Adree to release cash only when each stage is finished to the
specification provided and - most crucially - to your satisfaction.

Compare insurance

search multi-trip
haliday insurance from
£30 and single trip
travel insurance from
£h

6. And finally ...

To be super-safe, ask to see a copy Of the company's insurance
cedificate(s) to be sure that its cover and liability won't expire during the
time the builders are working on your project, This might sound like their
responsibility, but too many consumers have had their fingers burned.

Typical tradesmen's day-rates

General builder £ 120-£150

Roofer £120-2200

Carpenter £ 100-£ 150

Plumber £100-£250 Yiew all brochures

Electrician £100-£250
Find an independent financial adviser

Plas el el L -l T D

aearch from 9,000 locations LIk=-wide to find an
Painter/decorator Z50-£150 independent financial adviser nearyou

- Source: Price The Job by Saran Beeny Enteryour posteode: | I

Planet saver
. , _ ™ IFAs far businesses
If wwour builder embarks on a big project, ensure that they use eco-

sensitive materials whenever they can, such as sustainable timber and Search |
non-toxic natural paints, Sites such as greenbuildingstore co uk stock a
number of materials to suit most eco-approaches.
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